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INTRODUCTION1

“Be sober, be watchful: your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour, whom withstand stedfast
in your faith, knowing that the same sufferings are accomplished in
your brethren who are in the world” (1 Pet 5:8-9). Satan is ferocious,
but we can overcome him through faith. Since faith comes by hearing
the Word of God, so our faith is strengthened by a constant hearing of
His Word. We can only claim victory through a faithful walk with God.

However, Satan expends great energy attacking the church from
within. Judas was one of the twelve chosen by Jesus. His betrayal was
an attack on our Lord from within His people. The parable of the tares
serves as a warning from our Lord that not everyone in the body of
Christ is a faithful child of God (Mt. 13:24-30, 36-43). Even from
among the pastors who were to feed and protect the flock, wolves
would seek to destroy the faithful (Acts 20:29-30).

We do not fight against flesh and blood, but against the spiritual
hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places (Eph. 6:12). Yet, Paul noted
that Satan uses ‘flesh and blood’ in his service. “For such men are false
apostles, deceitful workers, fashioning themselves into apostles of
Christ. And no marvel; for even Satan fashioneth himself into an angel
of light. It is no great thing therefore if his ministers also fashion
themselves as ministers of righteousness, whose end shall be according
to their works” (2 Cor 11:13-15). Paul even named some who were
troubling the church from within (cf. 2 Tim. 2:16-17). In our love of the
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Lord and His body we must seek, as did Paul, the purity of the body of
Christ in all things.

I have been given the task of documenting, both in the past and
present, the attacks of Satan from within the church. This is a difficult
task, and one which we all wish was not necessary. As there were
attacks from within during the apostolic age, there have also been
attacks in subsequent ages. But, a word of caution is necessary. While
we must not bury our head in the sand and think that any person
claiming a place in the body of Christ is true and faithful, neither do we
need to suspect every person and expect to find a worker of Satan
behind every tree and under every rock—nor in every seat of the
congregation or every congregation in the city, county or state. We
must remember the parable of the wheat and the tares. There are
workers of Satan who are so difficult to discern from a true child of
God that they will remain among us till the Lord and His angels make
the final separation (Mt. 13:36-43). Diligence, knowledge, and a
growing faith are required of all. While we must note those attacks
from within, and fight against every appearance of evil, faithfulness to
the Lord and love for the brethren must mark every child of God.

ATTACKS FROM WITHIN—THE APOSTOLIC AGE
The Lord, through the Holy Spirit, guided the apostles and prophets

into “the perfect law, the law of liberty” (Jas. 1:25), which is God’s
power to save and is able to make us “perfect in Christ” (Rom. 1:16;
Col. 1:28). Despite this perfect law of Christ, problems were and are
found in the church. It is not the will of God, but the failure of
humanity to listen and live within His will, which causes the problems.

The early church was attacked from within by false teachers. There
were some who preached another Gospel, which was not another but
a perversion of the Gospel of Christ (Gal. 1:6-9). The Galatian brethren
were binding the law of Moses upon the Christians. They failed to note
that the law of Moses was designed to lead us to Christ, but when
Christ came, the covenant of Moses was no longer binding (Gal. 3:23-
27). The false teachers in Galatia were giving up their salvation, for
Paul wrote, “Ye are severed from Christ, ye who would be justified by
the law; ye are fallen away from grace” (Gal 5:4). This attempt to
combine the covenant of Moses with the covenant of Christ was a
problem throughout the apostolic age, and beyond.
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The church also suffered attacks from within concerning the
resurrection. When Paul wrote 1 Corinthians, he reproved the Corinthi-
ans who said there was no resurrection (15:12). The entire fifteenth
chapter of 1 Corinthians presses the point that Jesus was raised from the
dead, according to the Scriptures, and that we, too, will be raised from
the dead. Paul reminded Timothy of another false teaching regarding
the resurrection. He wrote of “Hymenaeus and Philetus; men who
concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past
already, and overthrow the faith of some” (2 Tim 2:17-18). It is hard to
imagine that within a few years of the Lord’s resurrection some would
deny a resurrection, and others would err in the time of the resurrection.

Another attack from within concerned the identity of Jesus. There
were some in the church who denied that Jesus was the Christ, and that
Jesus had come in the flesh. John specifically identified those brethren,
about whom he says: “They went out from us, but they were not of us;
for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us: but they
went out, that they might be made manifest that they all are not of us”
(1 Jn. 2:19). John’s sharp words concerning these false teachers
demonstrated his attitude toward the attacks on the church which come
from within. He judged these brethren unfaithful and declared, by
inspiration, that they were not a part of the body of Christ.

Daily Christian living was under attack within the early church.
Peter expressed that some false teachers were promoters of immorality,
describing them as:

... having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin;
enticing unstedfast souls; having a heart exercised in covetous-
ness; children of cursing ... For, uttering great swelling words of
vanity, they entice in the lusts of the flesh, by lasciviousness,
those who are just escaping from them that live in error; promis-
ing them liberty, while they themselves are bondservants of
corruption; for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he
also brought into bondage (2 Pet 2:14, 18-19).

Paul saw Corinth’s  moral problems. One man was living with his
father’s wife and the church was not disciplining him (1 Cor. 5). Their
moral dilemmas were compounded by the division among brethren
(1 Cor. 1), brother suing brother in the civil courts (1 Cor. 6), and
marital unrest (1 Cor. 7). Challenges were also addressed which
concerned the Christian’s relationship with idols (1 Cor. 8, 10), abuses
in the assembly which compromised the ability to partake properly of
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the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11), and challenges within the church con-
cerning the use of the spiritual gifts which were given to them (1 Cor.
12-14). Yes, Paul’s first letter to Corinth revealed many problems
within the church. However, in his second letter we find that they
evidently heard him and corrected their problems. These corrections did
not come without difficulty. Unfortunately, 2 Corinthians notes that the
church was troubled by certain ones who did not accept Paul’s
authority. These, Paul said, were deceitful workers (2 Cor. 11:13).

Paul identified problems within the church and moved to correct
them. This is the pattern for every generation. We must recognize
troubles from within and correct all problems which arise. None are
exempt from discipline in the body of Christ. Even elders who sin are
to be reproved, but with great care (1 Tim. 5:17-21).

Much New Testament instruction is to correct problems within the
church. We see positive lessons from these reproofs. There are specific
attitudes and actions which are condemned, and others which are
commended. In later generations every challenge laid before the church
found, and finds, divine guidance in the New Testament. May we be
wise enough to see error, and bold and loving enough to correct it. At
times, correction may be laid at our own doorstep. Remember, “Better
is a poor and wise youth than an old and foolish king, who knoweth not
how to receive admonition any more” (Ecc. 4:13).

TROUBLES FROM WITHIN
SELECT EXAMPLES FROM CHURCH HISTORY

The instructions of the New Testament are universal (1 Cor. 4:17),
and no man was, or is, given the authority to change it. It is to be
passed from generation to generation without change (2 Tim. 2:2).
Therefore, it is God’s standard for all of humanity in every generation.
Identifying Satan’s attack from within involves the task of comparing
the teaching and practice in the church of any age to the truth of the
New Testament. Any religious group claiming to be the church is
immediately subject to this comparison. Furthermore, any religious
group which does not match the Biblical pattern is not the church. If a
group is not the church, then the blessings promised to and for the
church are not their’s regardless of their claim to the contrary.
Teachings On Jesus

As John focused the light of truth on false teachings about the
nature of Jesus, we continue to evaluate the teachings of the church in
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light of the inspired truths. The identity of God as well as the truth of
Jesus was compromised by those claiming spiritual birthright from
God. Gnosticism, more of a philosophy or concept than a specific
group, denied Biblical truths about Jesus. Ireneaus (A.D. 120 - 202)
identified several different gnostic divisions within the church, or
claiming to be within the church. A basic teaching of gnosticism was
that Jesus was not eternal, was not equal with God, but was a creation
of, or was begotten by, God. They consider Jesus to be one of thirty
aeons which emanated from one another.2 Details vary from one group
to another, but the denial of Jesus’ true nature was common to all.

Very similar to this denial of the deity of Jesus, but with a different
twist, are those who denied that Jesus came in the flesh. Some taught
that He only had the appearance of being in flesh. Others said that Jesus
was the man but Christ was an aeon who joined Jesus’ physical body
at his baptism but left before the crucifixion.3 This contradicts Paul’s
plain declaration: “I delivered unto you first of all that which also I
received: that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; and
that he was buried; and that he hath been raised on the third day
according to the scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:3-4). While those false teachers
made a separation between Jesus the man and Christ the aeon, Paul
specifically stated that ‘Christ’ died and was raised.

Another false teaching about Christ’s nature was Arianism. This
doctrine, taught by a ‘bishop’ in the fourth century named Arius, taught
that Jesus was begotten of God and was not co-existent with the Father.
It was Arianism, in part, which caused the council of Nicea [A.D. 325]
to be convened. And, it was there that Arianism was denied. This
teaching fomented great disturbance in the church of the fourth
century.4

Church Organization
The New Testament clearly defined the organization of the church.

Jesus was, and is, the head of the body (Col. 1:18). Each congregation
had elders which were appointed to oversee and feed the congregation
(Acts 14:23; 20:28). These elders were also called “bishop” and
“pastors,” also known as overseers and shepherds (Acts 20:17, 28;
1 Pet. 5:1-5). There was a plurality of bishops serving together in each
congregation, and no man or group of individuals were superior to the
local congregation and her elders.
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Early in the second century Ignatius (A.D. 30-107) wrote letters
which showed a change in this divine pattern. We do not know if he
was accurately reflecting the practice of the majority of the churches or
was promoting a change in organization.5 In his letter To the Philadel-
phians, he wrote: “There is one bishop, assisted by the presbytery and
deacons.”6 The separation of bishop and presbytery [eldership] is
included in many of his letters. This change is also found in writings of
other, yet later church writers. The Council of Antioch (A.D. 341)
added to this change. It ordered that the bishop of the chief city of each
province should have precedence over other bishops in the province.
This led to the office of Metropolitan Bishops or Patriarchs, who were
the bishops of Rome, Alexandria, Constantinople, Antioch of Syria and
Jerusalem.7

The Patriarchs, or Metropolitan Bishops, were a step closer to the
rise of the papacy and the Eastern Orthodox Patriarchy. The Council of
Chalcedon (A.D. 451), Canon XXVIII, placed Constantinople in a near
equal position to Rome.8 Satan was attacking the church, leading her
away from divine truth into a humanly organized religion.
The Teaching And Practice Of Baptism

On the day of Pentecost, when those believing Jews asked what
they should do they received a clear and direct response. “Peter said
unto them, Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). The New Testament points to
baptism as the time when God forgives. One must first believe, repent
of his or her sins, and confess Jesus as the Christ, but it is in baptism
that the forgiveness of sins is granted (Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38; Rom.
10:10; Acts 22:16). Even so, like many other teachings, the truth on
baptism was also compromised by some who led the church.

Tertullian (A.D. 145-220) pointed out error on baptism in his day.
He charged: “The consequence is, that a viper of the Cainite heresy,
lately conversant in this quarter, has carried away a great number with
her most venomous doctrine, making it her first aim to destroy bap-
tism.”9 His treatise on baptism began with the words: “Happy is our
sacrament of water, in that, by washing away the sins of our early
blindness, we are set free and admitted into eternal life!”10 In the first
chapter of his treatise he warns of false doctrine, and also reminds them
that at baptism sins are washed away and eternal life is received. His
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treatise also gives details showing certain false practices in the church,
but that forgiveness is given by God through baptism is emphasized as
fact. Many of the false points on baptism today were also present in his
day. Tertullian was firm however, and taught that baptism was
necessary and was the moment when heaven’s blessings were conferred
upon the individual.

Baptism of the young was practiced in the time of Tertullian, but
he spoke against the baptism of the young and encouraged it to be
postponed till the one being baptized could ask for baptism.11 Cyprian,
however, objected to even a delay of eight days, and Augustine agreed
with him on the baptism of infants.12

Every false teaching and practice in the church is an attack of
Satan. These false teachings on baptism erected a wall between the
sinner and salvation—a wall which should never be built!
The Addition Of Instruments Of Music In Worship

New Testament worship was different in many ways from Old
Testament worship. While the use of instruments was commanded by
the Lord in the Old Testament era (cf. 2 Chr. 29:25), the New Testa-
ment commands us to sing (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). It is a truth acknowl-
edged by historians that the instrument was not used in the early
church. While they may draw different and even errant conclusions for
the reason instruments were not used, they agree that singing was the
music of the early church.

The Greeks as well as the Jews were wont to use instruments as
accompaniments in their sacred songs. Their converts to
Christianity accordingly must have been familiar with this mode
of singing; yet, it is generally believed that the primitive
Christians failed to adopt the use of instrumental music in their
religious worship ... Basil, indeed, expressly condemns it as
ministering only to the depraved passions of men, and must have
been led to this condemnation because some had gone astray and
borrowed this practice from the heathens.13

The Catholic Encyclopedia agrees, saying: “For almost a thousand
years Gregorian chant, without any instrumental or harmonic addition,
was the only music used in connexion (sic) with the liturgy.”14

These teachings, and numerous other additions and alterations to
the teaching of the New Testament, brought cries of opposition through
the years. These cries of opposition led to certain men being rejected by
the “established church” and their rejection of the establishment, the
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Roman Catholic Church. Those involved in this protesting “movement”
started their own churches which often were very similar to the Roman
Catholic Church, with changes made as deemed appropriate by each
“reformer.” Then, in time, some became tired of these new changes and
promoted a complete return to New Testament Christianity. This is the
restoration movement, a move by many to return to the will of God
completely.

THE RESTORATION MOVEMENT
AND ATTACKS FROM WITHIN

The American Restoration Movement was a monumental move-
ment of godliness and courage. The desire of many to simply be
Christian, as found in the New Testament, required courage to step
away from family and national roots to enter the kingdom of Christ.
Deeply held beliefs and long admired institutions had to be put away
in favor of the simplicity of the inspired message. This movement
brought unity under the sovereignty of God—at least for a time. It was
not long, however, till many attacks were made upon this spiritual
journey to Zion.
Organization Of The Church—Societies

As godly men and women were searching the Scriptures and
leaving behind the marks of denominationalism and Catholicism they
found the simple organization of New Testament Christianity. Elders
were again overseeing and deacons were serving the congregations.
The rejection of all organizations above the local congregation is
illustrated in the “Last Will and Testament of the Springfield Presby-
tery.” Congregational purity in organization was enjoyed, but it was
soon challenged.

Earl I. West did a superb job of tracing the trend toward a new
organization within the church of our Lord in America. There was
strenuous opposition from the beginning proposals. Voices of respected
preachers were raised on both sides of the issue. The American
Missionary Society was born and division arose in this once harmoni-
ous body of Christ.15 Alexander Campbell said: “We are much pleased
with the result, and regard it as a very happy pledge of good things to
come,”16 and saw this as a “foundation laid, on which we may build a
glorious superstructure.”17 But, Tobert Fanning later weighed in,
describing his opposition to the society. He emphasized:
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We regard the church of Christ as the only divinely authorized
Bible, Missionary and Temperance Society on earth; and
furthermore, we believe that it is in and by means of the church
the world is to be converted, and Christians are to labor for the
Lord ... In all the efforts to do the service of the Lord through
human institutions, it has seemed to us that the church is
degraded, and rendered indeed useless.18

Instrumental Music In Worship
Besides the addition of the missionary society in the work of the

church, the instrument was added to the worship of the church.
Although the question had been approached earlier, West noted that the
first known use of the instrument among the churches of Christ in
America was at Midway, Kentucky.19 The reason it was introduced was
the inability of the congregation to sing. L.L. Pinkerton was the
preacher, and he had no objection. However, an objection had already
been written by Ben Franklin. From this time, there was a growing
uneasiness in the churches of America. The instrument was pushed
upon the church by some and ardently opposed by many others. The
brotherhood of believers was again torn apart by another introduction
into the church of an unauthorized practice.
Attitudes Toward Biblical Authority And The Colleges

The introduction of both the missionary society and the use of
instrumental music in worship demonstrated the attitude of many
toward religious authority. It is no surprise to see this attitude in other
areas of the church and in the lives of her members.

A third example of this attitude was in Bacon College and her
successor, Kentucky University. Bacon College died because of a poor
choice as president. Without proper research a president was hired who
did not share the same faith as the supporters of the school. The school
lost support and was closed. Years later, on the same grounds,
Kentucky University was founded. The early days were grand in both
attendance and support. The state, however, was included in the
establishment of this second college. In time, the college grew and no
longer needed the financial support of the Christians who established
it and troubles came. Division in the church and among brethren
resulted. The institution of education supported by brethren was not
faithful to the stewardship with which it was trusted.20 This frustration
in establishing a school to reflect the values and teachings of the church
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has been repeated many times. Brother West’s comment on Kentucky
University is worthy of consideration. He said: “The churches of Christ
have not yet outgrown the full effect of the troubles at Kentucky
University nor are they likely to do so in this generation.”21

ATTACKS FROM WITHIN—CURRENT PROBLEMS
Perhaps, there is a bit of irony to our concluding application. As

soon as attacks from within are noted, those active in the attacks will
view this as an attack on them. It is not my intention to cause any harm
to the church of our Lord, but to call attention to a few current
departures from the path God has given us in the New Testament—with
the prayer and hope that it will help breach the gaps that now exist in
a terribly splintered brotherhood. Some of the attacks which are noted
may appear to be ‘old news’ to some, but they continue to attack the
Lord’s body. Consider, in these applications, the charge and counter-
charge of Ahab and Elijah.

And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto
him, Is it thou, thou troubler of Israel? And he answered, I have
not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye
have forsaken the commandments of Jehovah, and thou hast
followed the Baalim (1 Kgs. 18:17-18).

Our first responsibility is to understand the Lord’s instructions. Then,
when we compare ourselves to the perfect pattern of God, we will
know whether we are the troubled or the troubler. May we never be a
troubler in the church! The troubler is the worker of Satan who does
harm to the church purchased by the blood of Christ, whether inten-
tional or not.
Instrumental Music

It was a sad day, yet not a surprising day, when the report was
made public that the North Richland Hills church was adding a
Saturday night service, with the Lord’s supper, and the instrument of
music in worship.22 Even those of us who have not followed their every
step, but received information from time to time, knew that Rick
Atchley has been at least sympathetic to those who use the instrument
in worship. This action on their part is a bold step away from the
authority of our Lord revealed in the New Testament. There is a grave
concern that theirs is a step which many will follow. All, however, are
urged to stay in the path God has given. Remember, we are to assemble
on the first day of the week, not the seventh (Heb. 10:24-25; 1 Cor.
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16:1-2). On that day we sing, pray, preach [or listen to preaching], give
as we have prospered, and partake of the Lord’s supper (1 Cor. 14:15,
33ff; 1 Cor. 16:1-2; 1 Cor. 11:17-34). There is no divine authority for
the instrument, but singing is commanded by the Lord (Eph. 5:19; Col.
3:16). Let us all be content with walking in the path given by our Lord.
It is the perfect way!
Organization

It was puzzling to this preacher when it was reported that the
Putnam Creek church placed herself under the elders of the Highland
Oaks church. This ‘congregation’ assembles in different locations in
different towns under a shared eldership, budget and vision.23 This is
nothing more than one eldership over two congregations. The next
logical step would be for more to join in this arrangement, with several
congregations answering to one eldership. And, what is to stop
churches from all over the state of Texas, and beyond, from joining this
arrangement? Divine inspiration condemned this action even before it
started, but the authority of the New Testament has been put aside.

Carefully consider, too, what has been happening in some
congregations for years. To accommodate size, or schedules of
members, some congregations have multiple assembly times. Is it truly
in the plan of God for a “congregation” to be divided into two, three,
four or more different assembly times? Some of our younger men and
women may not even think about this, for it has been the practice of
many churches all their life. A practice over many years is often viewed
by the younger as approved, even when they have not “proved” it by
the will of God themselves. In the Scriptures, we find that the church
assembled. Let us return to that pattern today. If the congregation is too
large for the facilities, let the congregation enlarge their facilities or
establish a new congregation in a different part of town so they can
assemble as one. Who says we have to strive to be the largest single
congregation in town? A similar correction should be applied to the
division in the assembly for “children’s worship.” Where is the
authority, in the Scriptures, to divide the assembly? Remember, our
Bible classes are not the assembly, but for convenience are scheduled
to precede or follow the assembly. Since they are not the assembly,
they do not divide the assembly. The pattern of the New Testament is
for the whole church to come together (1 Cor. 11:17, 20). To be
physically separate is not a coming together, and many of the edifying
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acts designed for our assembly cannot be done when it is divided. For
example, how can you teach others in song when they are not with you
(cf. Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). It is profitable to check ourselves by the
divine pattern to correct ourselves.
The Work Of The Church

There are more recent changes, or at least a greater proliferation of
changes, in how the work of the church is done. Para-church organiza-
tions are popping up all over the place. Is it not good enough simply to
work through the local congregation? Why do preachers incorporate
and have “ministries” rather than simply preach the Gospel like Paul?
And why are “relief” organizations springing up, and have sprung up,
to do the work the church is called upon to do. When we look at
2 Corinthians 8 and 9 we do not see this type of organizing. The apostle
collected funds from varied congregations to take to the church in
Jerusalem for the needy saints of that region. Have we lost the desire
to simply work as the church? When we look at the pages of the New
Testament we find amazing simplicity in the body of Christ. Please
observe that the church was exceedingly effective in doing her work.

The church has also been troubled with the idea that she needs to
be involved in every activity that someone may define as a “good”
work. We should be reminded that Paul told Timothy that the church
is not to be burdened (1 Tim. 5:16). In this text, Paul laid the responsi-
bility of caring for family upon the family. Let not the church be
burdened. Is there a principle we can learn from in this passage? Yes.
And, there is a specific point too. The church is limited in her activity.
A woman who did not meet the qualifications was not to be “enrolled”
for financial support. Brethren should help in the time of her need (Acts
2:44-45; 4:32-35; Jas. 1:27), but she cannot be “enrolled” as a widow
indeed. If the church is not to be burdened in this matter, should the
church be burdened with educational institutions? Should she be
saddled with recreational interests? Should she have the responsibility
of providing entertainment for the youth, or travel enjoyment for the
elderly? The church is under attack by her own people who want the
church to provide their personal desires. Brethren, the church is not a
social club, recreational club, or a liberal arts education center! The
church is troubled by too many demands of well intentioned brethren
and she has been derailed from the tasks which the Lord left her to
accomplish. The church has the responsibility to build herself up in
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love (Eph. 4:16). The church has the responsibility to give aid to those
who are in need, during that time of need (1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 8, 9).
The church is to enroll certain ones for financial help (1 Tim. 5:3-5, 9,
16). The church is to honor those elders who serve well (1 Tim. 5:17-
18). The church is to support the preacher to preach the whole counsel
of God (1 Cor. 9), and by that and the work of each member preach the
Gospel to every creature (Mk. 16:15). But, we have been under attack
by Satan. Too many prefer to rest in comfortable buildings, spend on
their entertainment and recreation, and develop social programs than
preach the unsearchable riches of Christ to the world. Is this too harsh?
No. We must be bold. We must return to God’s purposes. Our families
in the mission field have to spend time and money ‘begging’ churches
to support them in their efforts to preach the Gospel. Many of them are
rejected so we can build bigger buildings and participate in recreational
activities. Shame on us! We should be looking for those willing and
qualified to go preach the Gospel and stand behind them till the work
is finished. We should make certain our “budgets” are in alignment
with the Lord’s instructions for the work of the church. How did our
“aids” become so demanding that we ignore the souls of men? Yes, the
church is heavily under attack by Satan. He has won some battles, for
he has us seeking our own pleasures [worldliness] rather than fighting
the good fight. Think on Elijah’s challenge— “How long go ye limping
between the two sides? if Jehovah be God, follow him; but if Baal, then
follow him. And the people answered him not a word” (1 Kgs. 18:21).
How long shall we go limping between self pleasure and service to
God?
Accepting Whom God Does Not

Can we know who is a child of God and who is not? It is not for
man to decide who is a child of God, but to recognize those whom God
accepts as his children. We have a growing number who accept people
as God’s children who have not obeyed the Lord in baptism. The New
Testament, however, clearly teaches that a person’s sins are forgiven
when they are baptized (Acts 2:38; 22:16). Those who teach that a
person can be in fellowship with God, can be a child of God, by any
other means are teaching error and attacking the church.

One of the newer books to press this idea is The Jesus Proposal,
written by Rubel Shelley and John O. York.24 In relating a conversation
with a woman who acknowledged she had been “baptized” as an infant
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and had recently learned more about baptism, Rubel Shelley boldly
admitted that he told her he accepted her as a sister in Christ.25 While
these authors admit their background of understanding the place of
baptism in salvation, they deny that it is essential.26 They write:
“[S]alvation is best understood as a relationship that matures over time
than as any single event.”27 Much of the book is more focused on
culture and our “postmodern” age than it is on Scripture. They deny the
teachings of the Lord, and in their teaching they apparently refuse to
teach others the truth of the Gospel. It should not be forgotten that these
men are professors in two of our Christian colleges. How many young
preachers will come from their tutelage espousing the same? How
many members of the body of Christ will be influenced by this attack
on truth and lose their souls? How many souls will never rise to walk
in newness of life because these men will not teach what the Lord
requires of them. This is a tragedy of eternal consequence.
Weak Pulpits

Satan also attacks the church by pressures on our pulpits. Too many
preachers are working too hard on presentation and oratory skills at the
expense of content. Brothers, we are not after-dinner speakers. We are
not entertainers. It is not our job to be the social worker and psychiatrist
for the troubled souls around. Let us return to the charge God has given
to us. Hear Paul say:

I charge thee in the sight of God, and of Christ Jesus, who shall
judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his
kingdom: preach the word; be urgent in season, out of season;
reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. For
the time will come when they will not endure the sound doctrine;
but, having itching ears, will heap to themselves teachers after
their own lusts; and will turn away their ears from the truth, and
turn aside unto fables (2 Tim. 4:1-4).

Strong, Bible filled pulpits will answer all of Satan’s attacks.
Preach the whole counsel of God. Handle every text, and every topic.
Reveal to the congregation what God says and leave human wisdom on
the shelves of the local bookstore. Read less about the Bible and more
in the Bible. Consult fewer commentaries on the Bible and dig deep
into Scripture. Know God and His will. Then, stand and preach
powerfully, and eloquently if you are able. Let those who hear delight
in the will of God rather than smooth speech. Let there be less drama
and more depth. This was the desire of Paul (1 Cor. 2:1-5) and it should
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be ours. Remember that Satan has used “preachers” to promote his
attacks on the church. Brethren, let us focus our attack on Satan’s
devices and work together to overcome him. Do not be afraid of
challenges and meet them with “book, chapter, and verse.” Prove all
things with a “thus saith the Lord” and be content in His divine will (cf.
1 Pet. 4:11).

If you are an elder or leader of the congregation, hold up the hands
of the preacher who faithfully follows this charge. Do not give ear to
the complaints of those who want more entertainment and eloquence.
If the preacher is preaching the truth—and all the truth—stand with
him. In so doing you are standing with God, for it is His will which is
being proclaimed.

CONCLUSION
Satan is cunning. He is ruthless. He boldly tempted Jesus and will

also tempt us. He was not successful with our Lord, but he has been
successful with the church in many ways. He has attacked the church
from within, in our generation just as he did in past generations.

Can we overcome? Yes! We have the truth of God. We have the
assurance that we will not be tempted above that which we are able
(1 Cor. 10:13). The victory comes through our faith (1 Pet. 5:8-9), and
that faith comes by hearing the Word of God. If you look closely at all
the above attacks, and contemplate others which have not been
included, what is the common factor? Attacks by Satan are attempts to
lure us away from the will of God. The response is a diligent study of
the Bible. Learn the will of God as revealed in the pages of the Bible,
and walk in that path. Victory will follow!

But he giveth more grace. Wherefore the scripture saith, God
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble. Be subject
therefore unto God; but resist the devil, and he will flee from
you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse
your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye doubleminded.
Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned
to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. Humble yourselves in
the sight of the Lord, and he shall exalt you (Jas. 4:6-10).
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